HALLOWED BE THY NAME

Text: Matt 6:9b
Heidelberg Catechism LD 47
Readings: Psalm 96; Matthew 6:1-9
Theme and purpose: God's person must be honoured and glorified in our prayers, worship & lives.


Many movements through history have summarised their philosophy or goals or objectives in a short and memorable statement. Today most organisations today do this with a vision and/or a mission statement. 

This Reformation in the sixteenth century also had goals and objectives. The essential elements of this movement in church history have been captured in five slogans or statements. Originally they were written in Latin, which was the language of learning and writing at that time. 
These statements are:
Sola Scriptura - Scripture Alone;
Sola Fide - Faith Alone;
Sola Gratia - Grace Alone;
Solo Christo - Christ Alone. 
And the last one, Soli Deo Gloria; this last one covers all of the other four because it is the most comprehensive of all of them; it means; To God Alone be the Glory. 

This was the great concern of the Reformers. They wanted all the glory to go to God because it belonged to him. They wanted God to receive all the glory for man's salvation and for all his great work in creation. 

This concern and emphasis was written down in the various confessions and catechisms of the Reformed churches. A catechism is a question and answer statement of Christian doctrine.  

The Shorter Catechism of the Westminster Assembly asks in its first question: "What is the chief end of man?" The answer; "To glorify God and enjoy him forever."

The Heidelberg catechism has that same emphasis in this question and answer on the Lord's Prayer when it says that this first request means; "Help us to direct all our living - what we think, say and do - so that your name will never be blasphemed because of us but always honoured and praised." (LD 47).

The Reformation was concerned to give God all the glory. That is essentially the meaning of this first request of the Lord's Prayer; we ask that God's name be hallowed. 

As we consider what this means I want us to see that this should be our priority and our practice. 

1. OUR PRIORITY 

a. Our priority must be on the glory of God. We see this in the word "hallowed". 

A three year old boy prayed the Lord's Prayer as he understood it and prayed; "Our Father who does art in heaven, Harold is his name"! He hadn't heard those words correctly and he certainly didn't understand them! 

The word translated as "hallow" is from a Greek word meaning “to regard as holy”. To treat something as holy is to set it apart as something especially important.  It is to separate it from other things.
The 31st Of October is “Halloween”, which is a pagan distortion of a Christian festival. Halloween is the eve of All Saints Day. In the Roman Catholic Church a saint is someone set apart, someone who is holy. So Halloween was originally connected with the holy ones, the saints.

But ultimately God is the one who is Most Holy; he is set apart from us and creation. When we pray that God's name may be hallowed we are asking that people may recognise that he is holy and give him the honour, reverence, and respect he deserves. We are asking that God may be glorified and praised.   

This is directly connected with the opening address of the Lord's Prayer. We come to God as "our father in heaven", and then we pray that he may be recognised as the One who is glorious in heaven. 
We are not asking, "May you be glorious", nor "May you be holy", because God is glorious and he is holy. We cannot make him holy nor can we add to His glory.
Rather we are praying, "May people recognise your holiness; may they appreciate who you are; may they stand in awe of you."
This is what Isaiah wanted to impress on the people of Judah: "The Lord Almighty is the One you are to regard as holy, He is the One you are to fear, He is the One you are to dread." (8:13)

There is a connection here with the first commandment. The first commandment says: "You shall have no other gods before me." The commandment calls us to put God first. Nothing in our lives must come before Him. Nothing must come between us and Him.
The first petition of the Lord's prayer asks that God may be put first; that God may be honoured above everyone and everything else; that he may be all important.

We need to pray this because this concern does not come naturally to us. By nature we are most interested in ourselves and our glory and honour. We want people to praise us and think well of us. We want the glory! 
But this petition puts us in our place; and it puts God in his place, which is at the top - God must be first; he must be our first priority; he must be hallowed and glorified. 

b. If we are going to do this we must know and understand God’s name.

Here there is a connection with the third commandment, which tells us not to misuse God's name, not take it "in vain". In Biblical times a person's name represented their character, their person, their reputation. We use the word in this way when we talk about a company or product having a "good name" - we mean it has a good reputation; or when we say that someone has "made a name for himself" - we mean that he has established a good reputation. 

God's name represents his reputation. When we pray, "Hallowed be your name", we are asking that God's reputation and character may be honoured and upheld. 

Now to have a good reputation means that you must be known. If people don't know you then they won't know whether you have a good name or a bad one. In the same way people can only honour God's reputation when they know him.  
John Calvin recognised this when he began his  Institutes with a chapter on the knowledge of God. If we are going to gain real wisdom, the first thing, said Calvin, is to know God.  
The catechism also makes a point of this when it says that this request means, "Help us to really know you." (LD 47)
We gain a knowledge of God through his many names. Each one of them tells us a little more about who he is; he is our Father, the Lord, the Lord of Hosts, the Lord Most High, Yahweh, God Almighty, The God who Sees, The Holy One, The Righteous One.

This is why the reading and the preaching of God's word is an important part of worship, because it teaches us more about God. Preaching is the declaration of who God is in all his glory; the better we know him the more glory we can give him. 

The most complete revelation of God is to be found in the Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus came to tells us about God the Father, to reveal Him, to explain Him. So as we study the names of Jesus we find out even more about our God.  
He is the Way, the Truth, the Life, the Great Shepherd, the Door, the Light of the world, the Bread and Water of Life. He is the Lord, the King, the Judge, the Saviour, the Redeemer, the Messiah, the Christ. The better we come to know Jesus the more we will glorify God the Father. 
This was the great aim and object of our Lord Jesus. He promised his disciples; "I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Son may bring glory to the Father." (John 14:13)

This must be the priority of our lives, to give God the glory; so we pray, “Hallowed be your name.”

2. This priority must be put into PRACTICE.
We are going to apply this to three areas.

a. This priority must be evident in our prayers. 

When we pray we often begin with our own needs and concerns. We begin with our worries and health and family. These are legitimate concerns; we may and should pray for these things. And it is far more important that we pray than that we get too concerned about the order and structure of our prayers.

Yet, having said all this, it is good to note the sequence and structure of this prayer. Jesus began by directing our attention to “Our Father, in heaven.” He put God first. He directs our minds and hearts to God in all his majesty in heaven.

And after that opening address the first petition is; “Hallowed be your name.” 
May you be glorified and honoured as God and Creator and Lord, in and through the Lord Jesus Christ. This first petition gives our prayers a sense of perspective; it directs our attention on what is most important, that is God’s name, his holiness, his glory. 

b. Another area we must practice this is when we come together on the Lord's Day in corporate worship. We rest on this day in order that we may worship. 

The fourth commandment says, "Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy." This is set aside as a holy day so that we may honour God as holy. This is a day to praise him. And one of the best ways to do that is to meet together for worship. 

Many of the psalms urge us to come and worship:
"Come let us sing for joy to the Lord;
let us shout aloud to the rock of our salvation.
Let us come before him with thanksgiving 
and extol him with music and song." (Ps 95:1-2)
"Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name;
bring an offering and come into his courts." (Ps96:8)
"Exalt the Lord our God and worship at his footstool; he is holy." (Ps 99:5)

Your attitude to the Lord's Day and to worship is one test of the seriousness of your faith and life as a Christian. 
Are you glad to come to worship? Do you think about what you are doing and what is read and preached and what you are singing? Is your mind engaged in what is going on? Do you want to glorify and praise God in worship?

One of the English Puritans said that "Praise is the music of heaven." 
You can see that when you read the descriptions of heaven in the book of Revelation. 
"Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honour and glory and praise." (Rev 5:12).
"To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and honour and glory and power, for ever and ever!" (Rev 5:13b). 
In our worship on earth, in a small and humble way, we anticipate what we will be doing in heaven - giving God the glory!

c. We give God the glory in our prayers, in our worship, and in all of life. We must seek to honour God in our lives in all we do, every day of the week. 

Martin Luther wrote a catechism and he too explained the Lord's Prayer. He asked; "How is God's name hallowed among us?" He answered: "When both our doctrine and our life are truly Christian." 
Is your life truly Christian? Can others see Christ in you and through you? Do you hallow God's name by your living and speaking? Do your actions bring glory to the Lord? 

Our Lord Jesus called us to do this earlier in his Sermon on the Mount when he said;
"Let you light shine before men that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven." (Matt 5:16)
And the Apostle Peter wrote; "Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us." (1 Peter 2:12)

A hymn based on the Lord’s Prayer asks; 
"Thy Name be hallowed evermore,
till all that live on earth adore
And bless thee and with glad acclaim
extol thy virtues and thy fame.
May we, thy children, here below, 
in all our deeds thine image show" (PH 431:2)

Do your works bring honour to the name of Jesus? Does your behaviour and life-style stand out in contrast to the people of the world so that others can tell you are a Christian, that you are holy as God is holy?

The primary concern of the Reformation was that God should be glorified and honoured and praised: Soli Deo Gloria - To God Alone be the Glory. This is the concern of this first petition of the Lord's Prayer; it is a prayer for God's name, for his reputation, for his character. In it we ask that his name be hallowed, That he be recognized as holy, that he be glorified, that we, and the people of the world, might stand in awe of him and reverence him for who he is.  

Remember this slogan: Soli Deo Gloria.
Pray this prayer: Hallowed be your name. 

Amen

